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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on April 14, 2003 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings filed on August 27, 2001 are acceptable. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because there are reference 
numbers designating the various features of the invention. Correction is required by 
removing the reference numbers. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, 
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failing to conform with current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into 
English from a foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "the procedure" lacks an antecedent 
basis. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrases "the product image" and "the plurality 
of product images" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 5/l, 5/3 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,633,849 to Dodd in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,609,106 to Robertson. 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, Dodd discloses a method comprising the steps of: 
• performing arrangement for sending the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 

including that the sender accesses a homepage of a gift center via Internet, 
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selects a gift, and specifies an E-mail address or a terminal address capable of 
receiving and sending an E-mail of the receiver (see at least col. 3, lines 40-52); 

• performing arrangement for sending the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 
including that the sender accesses a homepage of a gift center via Internet, 
selects a gift, downloads a product image of the gift and transmit an E-mail 
attached with the product image to the receiver via Internet (see at least coL3, 
lines 40-52; Figure 2A; col. 5, lines 56-63; col. 6, lines 25-27; Figure 2E); and 

• distributing of an E-mail to the receiver by the gift center via Internet, for 
promoting the receiver to access the homepage of the gift center to the look 
through the product image of the fit from the sender (see at least col. 3, lines 52- 
55; col. 5, lines 22-26; col. 5, lines 56-63; Figure 2E); 

• performing arrangement for receiving the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 
being such that when the receiver receives the gift from the sender, the receiver 
specifies the receiving method of the gift center (see at least col. 6. lines 29-33). 
However, Dodd does not disclose the sender registers as a member. Dodd 

discloses a gift giver is a computer user who connects online to a gift server node in a 
computer network (col. 3, lines 40-42). Robertson, on the other hand, Robertson 
teaches the sender registers as a member (see at least col. 9, lines 52-63; col. 1 1 , lines 
55-57). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Dodd, to include the sender 
registers as a member, as taught by Robertson, so as to provide sender information 
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such as name, address, payment information, etc. to present a streamlined process for 
purchasing gifts over a distributed public network (Robertson see abstract). 

Regarding claims 5/1 and Robertson discloses the member registration is 
performed by inputting ID instead of the member registration (see at least col. 6, lines 
24-25). 

Regarding claims 6-7, Dodd discloses a system comprising: 

• a server of a gift center, the server comprising a homepage, a gift product 
information file, and a product image file (see at least col. 3. lines 40-52; Figure 
2A; col. 5, lines 56-63; col. 6, lines 25-27; Figure 2E); 

• a client of the sender, the sender accessing the homepage from the client to 
select a gift and specifying an E-mail address or a terminal address capable of 
receiving an E-mail, and the server transmitting the E-mail to the receiver (see at 
least col.3, lines 40-52); 

• a client, the sender accessing the homepage from the client to select a gift, 
downloading the product image from the server and transmitting an E-mail 
attached with the product image to the receiver (see at least col. 3, lines 52-55; 
col. 5, lines 22-26; col. 5, lines 56-63; Figure 2E); and 

• a client of the receiver, the receiver reading the E-mail from the client of the 
receiver and accessing the homepage to look through the product image of the 
gift from the sender, and the receiver specifying the receiving method to the 
server from the client of the receiver when the receiver receiving the gift (see at 
least col. 6, lines 29-33). 
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However, Dodd does not disclose the sender registers as a member. Dodd 
discloses a member database (col. 3, lines 40-42). Robertson, on the other hand, 
Robertson teaches a member database (see at least col. 9, lines 52-63; col. 11. lines 
55-57). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the system of Dodd, to include the member 
database, as taught by Robertson, so as to provide sender information such as name, 
address, payment information, etc. to present a streamlined process for purchasing gifts 
over a distributed public network (Robertson see abstract). 

Claims 2, 4, 5/2, and 5/4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,633,849 to Dodd in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,609,106 to Robertson, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,453,300 to 
Simpson. Dodd discloses a method comprising: 

• performing arrangement for sending the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 
including that the sender accesses a homepage of a gift center via Internet, and 
specifies an E-mail address or a terminal address capable of receiving and 
sending an E-mail of the receiver (see at least coL3, lines 40-52); 

• performing arrangement for sending the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 
including that the sender accesses a homepage of a gift center via Internet, 
selects a gift, downloads a . product image of the gift and transmit an E-mail 
attached with the product image to the receiver via Internet (see at least col. 3, 
lines 40-52; Figure 2A; col. 5. lines 56-63; col. 6, lines 25-27; Figure 2E); and 
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• distributing of an E-mail to the receiver by the gift center via Internet, for 
promoting the receiver to access the homepage of the gift center to the look 
through the product image (see at least col. 3, lines 52-55; col. 5, lines 22-26; 
col. 5, lines 56-63; Figure 2E); 

• performing arrangement for receiving the gift, the procedure of the arrangement 
being such that when the receiver receives the gift from the sender, the receiver 
specifies the receiving method of the gift center (see at least col. 6, lines 29-33). 
However, Dodd does not disclose the sender registers as a member Dodd 

discloses a gift giver is a computer user who connects online to a gift server node in a 
computer network (col. 3, lines 40-42). Robertson, on the other hand, Robertson 
teaches the sender registers as a member (see at least col. 9, lines 52-63; col. 11, lines 
55-57). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Dodd, to include the sender 
registers as a member, as taught by Robertson, so as to provide sender information 
such as name, address, payment information, etc. to present a streamlined process for 
purchasing gifts over a distributed public network (Robertson see abstract). 

Furthermore, the combination of Robertson and Dodd substantially discloses the 
claimed invention, however, the combination does not disclose a plurality of candidate 
of the gift and the receiver selecting one of the plurality of gifts. The combination 
discloses the gift giver selects a product from the recipient from a variety of products 
supplied from one or more vendor (Dodd col. 3, lines 46-48). Simpson, on the other 
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hand, teaches the a plurality of candidate of the gift and the receiver selecting one of 
the plurality of gifts (seat least col. 1, lines 64-67; col. 7, lines 11-21; claim 19). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the combination of Dodd and Robertson, to 
include a plurality of candidate of the gift and the receiver selecting one of the plurality 
of gifts, as taught by Simpson, so as to provide a variety of gifts to the receiver, thus 
providing a gift that the receiver would enjoy. 

Regarding claims bfl and ^jA, Robertson discloses the member registration is 
performed by inputting ID instead of the member registration (see at least col. 6, lines 
24-25). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,774, 874 to Veeneman et al. discloses a multi-merchant gift 
registry system. 

U.S. Patent No. 6.050.493 to Fertig discloses a gift card which has drawings of a 
plurality of pre-selected gift items. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,493,742 to Holland et al. discloses a system for providing 
internet accessible registries. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5246. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Jeffrey Smith can be reached on 703-308-3588. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

mtot 

June 1, 2004 




